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Video is redefining 
the podcast landscape
Sources: The Infinite Dial; What is a Podcast?
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of Americans 12+ consider 
YouTube-only discussion 
videos to be podcasts 52%

Source: What is a Podcast? from Oxford Road and Edison ResearchSource: What is a Podcast? from Oxford Road and Edison Research



YouTube is the top platform 
for podcast consumption 
and discovery for Gen Z

Sources: The Gen Z Podcast Report with SiriusXM Media; Edison Podcast Metrics
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Service used most often 
to listen to podcasts

U.S. Weekly Podcast Consumers | Age 13+ | Q1 2025

32%

YouTube

25%

Spotify

15%

Apple Podcasts







TikTok is a platform for 
discovery for music, 
podcasts, and audiobooks

Source: The Infinite Scroll: A TikTok Report from Edison Research
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#TheInfiniteScroll 
Edison Research 2025

64

47

30

75

51

34

Discover new music

Discover new podcasts

Discover new audiobooks
Weekly TikTok Users 13+

Weekly TikTok Users 13-24

Do you use TikTok with the intention to…?

% saying yes

Multiple responses accepted

Base: Weekly TikTok Users (N=892)



Podcast Fandom Goes 
Beyond Listening

Sources: The Fandom Phenomenon from Wondery and Dentsu
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Women’s Voices Matter 
in Podcasts and Music
Sources: Women’s Audio Report; Edison Podcast Metrics
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Podcast Producer

1 The Joe Rogan Experience Joe Rogan

2 Crime Junkie audiochuck

3 Call Her Daddy Alex Cooper

4 Dateline NBC NBC News

5 Morbid Morbid Network | Wondery

6 The Daily The New York Times

7 MrBallen Podcast: Strange, Dark & Mysterious Stories Ballen Studios

8 Rotten Mango Stephanie Soo

9 The Tucker Carlson Show Tucker Carlson Network

10 This Past Weekend w/ Theo Von Theo Von

11 New Heights with Jason & Travis Kelce Wondery

12 Cancelled with Tana Mongeau & Brooke Schofield Cancelled & Audioboom Studios

13 Murder, Mystery & Makeup Audioboom Studios

14 SmartLess Jason Bateman, Sean Hayes, Will Arnett

15 Pod Save America Crooked Media

16 Dumb Blonde Dumb Blonde Productions

17 The Dan Bongino Show Cumulus Podcast Network | Dan Bongino

18 Stuff You Should Know iHeartPodcasts

19 This American Life This American Life

20 My Favorite Murder Exactly Right Media

21 Dark History Audioboom Studios

22 The Ben Shapiro Show The Daily Wire

23 The Megyn Kelly Show SiriusXM

24 Up First NPR

25 The Ramsey Show Ramsey Network

Women Weekly Reach Rank 
Q4 2024

Source: Edison Podcast Metrics Q4 2024

Denotes show with Female host/co-host

48%                        
of the top 25 shows among 

Women are hosted or co-

hosted by Women (vs. 40% 

of top shows among A18+)

Top Podcast Shows for 
Reaching Women Listeners



43%

31%
of Women Monthly Podcast 

Consumers 18+ seek out podcasts 

hosted or produced by women 

specifically

of Women Monthly Podcast 

Consumers 18+ agree podcasts 

with female perspectives cover 

topics not found in other media



Of all the podcasts you regularly listen to, how 
many of them hosted or produced by women?

All/Most of them
None of 

them

Some of 

them

33

54

26

12

59

41

64

79

8

5

10

9

Women Monthly Music Listeners 18+

Age 18-34

Age 35-54

Age 55+

Base: Women Monthly Podcast Consumers 18+



Of all the musical artists you regularly 
listen to, how many of them are female?

None of 

them

Some of 

them

21

37

21

8

76

60

77

88

3

3

2

4

Women Monthly Music Listeners 18+

Age 18-34

Age 35-54

Age 55+

Base: Women Monthly Music Listeners 18+

All/Most of them



Majority of All Daily 
Listening Time is Spent 
with Ad-supported Audio

Sources: Share of Ear from Edison Research
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64

54

65

75

36

46

35

25

U.S. Population 13+

Age 13-34

Age 35-54

Age 55+

Share of Time Spent Listening to 

Ad-Supported or Ad-Free Audio Sources

Ad-supported sources include AM/FM radio and radio streams, music on YouTube with ads, 

SiriusXM talk channels, free versions of streaming audio sources, and podcasts

Ad-Supported Ad-Free

Source: Edison Research Share of Ear© Q1 2025

How to read: Among the U.S. Population age 13+, 64% of the daily time spent listening to audio is with ad-supported sources



Time Spent with Streaming 
Music Shifts from Free to Paid
Sources: Share of Ear from Edison Research
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In-Car Audio 
Shifts to Digital
Sources: The Infinite Dial
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(Up from 26% in 2023)





Streaming Music
(Services such as Amazon Music, Apple Music, 

Pandora, Spotify, YouTube Music, and others)

21%

Owned Music  6%

Share of In-Car Time Spent 

Listening to Audio Platforms
U.S. Population 13+

Primary vehicle refers to car or truck ridden in or driven in most often

Source: Share of Ear Q2 2024-Q2 2025

How to read: Among the U.S. Population age 13+ with Apple CarPlay or Android Auto in their primary 

vehicle, 47% of the daily time spent listening to audio in-car is spent with AM/FM Radio

62

47

12

20

13

20

4

5

9

8

AM/FM Radio Streaming PodcastsSiriusXM Other

Apple CarPlay or Android 

    Auto in primary vehicle

Neither Apple CarPlay nor 

Android Auto in primary vehicle



Shifting Ad Budget to 
Podcasts Can Increase Reach
Sources: Nielsen Podcast Fusion powered by Edison Research
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Smart Speaker Adoption 
Varies by Country
Sources: The Infinite Dial: Australia, New Zealand, UK, U.S.
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22
35 40 45

NZ 2025
Age 16+

U.S. 2025
Age 12+

Aus 2025
Age 10+

UK 2025
Age 16+

Smart Speaker Ownership
TOTAL POPULATIONS

% OW NIN G A  SMAR T SPEAKER

Source: The Infinite Dial in New Zealand, U.S., Australia, and UK



Consumption of AI-narrated 
audio is increasing

#1
Sources: The Evolving Ear from Edison Research; The Audio Publishers Association 2025 Consumer Survey

2025 Consumer Survey



77
70

2023 2025

% willing to try AI-Narrated Audiobooks
U.S. audiobook listeners| Age 18+ | June 2025

Source: The Audio Publishers Association 2025 Consumer Survey



Edison Research Share of Ear ® Q3 2024 – Q2 2025

Have you ever listened to a podcast that was 
narrated by an artificially generated (AI) voice?
U.S. Weekly Consumers of audio-only and video podcasts | Age 13+ | Q2 2025

answered “yes”



BONUS FINDING



More than 30% of 
Americans are 
awake by 6:00am
Source: Edison Research National Survey published in Edison’s Weekly Insights





https://www.edisonresearch.com/subscribe/
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