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29,325 total online interviews
Adults, Age 12 to 64
Interviews conducted 01/13 - 02/07
All P1s to a Country Radio Station
Sample recruited from databases for 19 
stations across U.S.

How the survey was conducted:
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Men
45%

Women
55%

12-17
6%

18-24
11%

25-34
19%

35-44
25% 45-49

12%
50-54
10%

55-64
17%

Who was interviewed?
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Lifestyles and
Demographics
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Yes
56%

No
44%

Yes
31%

No
69%

Family Status:
Are you married? Do you have any children 

under the age of 13 in 
your household?
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Once a week or more
25%

At least once a month
15%

At least once a year
23%

Rarely/Never
38%

How often do you attend 
religious services?
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High School or Less
29%

One to Three Years of College
41%

Four Year College Degree
15%

Some Graduate Credits
7%

Advanced Degree such as MA, MBA, or PhD
5%

Prefer Not To Answer
3%

Education
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Under $25,000
7%

$25,000 - $39,999
14%

$40,000 - $59,999
19%

$60,000 - $74,999
14%

$75,000 - $99,999
13%

$100,000 or above
13%

Prefer not to answer
20%

Household Income
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Yes
20%

No
64%

Don't Know
16%

Do you plan on buying a car in 
the next 12 months?
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Own a house
63%

Rent
24%

Prefer not to answer
14%

Do you own a house, or are you renting?
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More than 3 times a week
22%

About once or twice a week
45%

About once or twice a month
23%About once every few months

5%

Seldom
5%

Never
0%

How often do you go out to eat?
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Cable
60%

Satellite
27%

Both
3%Neither

10%

Do you have satellite or cable 
television service at your house?
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Very Conservative
11%Somewhat Conservative

25%

Moderate
49%

Somewhat Liberal
11%

Very Liberal
4%

In general, would you describe 
your political views as...

Base: Respondents over the age of 18 
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61

57

27

28

9

11

2

2

1

2

2005

2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

 12      3                   4                              5
<== Strongly Disagree                 Strongly Agree ==>

"Country music makes a positive 
contribution to American life"

Base: Those expressing an opinion 
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Radio Listening
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Among overall Country P1s, what percentage 
listen to that Country station most in their car,
in the morning, at home or at-work?

95 84
77

53

In the Car In the Morning At Home At Work
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

%
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4

4

49

50

47

47

2005

2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

Completely Mostly Not Very

% satisfaction

"How satisfied are you with what you hear on your favorite Country station?"

Country P1 Satisfaction:
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4

2

5

4

3

3

51

52

50

51

51

45

45

45

45

45

46

52

Age 12-17

Age 18-24

Age 25-34

Age 35-44

Age 45-54

Age 55-64

0 20 40 60 80 100

Completely Mostly Not Very
"How satisfied are you with what you hear on your favorite Country station?"

% satisfaction

Country P1 Satisfaction:
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33

33

28

29

17

17

9

9

13

12

2005

2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

How happy are you with your 
choices for Country radio?

<== Very Unhappy                                              Very Happy==> 
 1  2     3     4             5
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Where do you go to hear music 
you like that is not on the radio?

81

33

16

16

12

9

CDs/Tapes

Internet

iPod/Download

Clubs

Satellite Radio

None of these

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percent naming each - multiple answers accepted
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Which station do you find yourself 
listening to more often over the past 
few months?

77

17

3 3
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

%

Country P1 Jack P1Other Not listening to any 
station more lately

21



edison media research

1

14

18

17

32

42

7

37

54

57

48

42

92

49

28

26

20

16

0 20 40 60 80 100

Often Sometimes Almost Never

Appearances by artists on 
television shows

Attending concerts or other live 
performances

From Friends

How much do you find out about 
new music by...? 

Listening to the radio

Watching music video channels 
(CMT or GAC)

Hearing a compilation CD

22
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More
84%

Less
16%

More
83%

Less
17%

2005 2006

Are you listening MORE or LESS 
to Country music on the radio 
than you were one year ago?

Base: Those Expressing an Opinion
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64

44

43

22

14

10

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Why are you listening to Country 
radio MORE than you used to?

Today's Country 
is Better

Listening to 
Radio More

Country Station 
is Better

Friends Like 
Country

Base: Listening more to Country music on the radio
Multiple answers accepted

Friends Like 
Country

Other Favorite Station 
Changed Format or 

Gotten Worse

Media Attention Has 
Increased Interest
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Why are you listening to Country 
radio LESS than you used to?

27

26

25

13

13

12

12

6
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Like Older 
Country

Listen to other 
sources (iPod/Int)

Don't like New 
Country

Friends Don't Like it

Like other kinds of 
music better

Multiple answers accepted

No Time

Tastes Changed

Listen to new station 
with different format

Last year, only 20% of respondents 
indicated they were listening less due 
to iPod/Internet usage.

Base: Listening less to Country music on the radio
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More Commercials

47%

Same Amount
40%

Fewer Commercials
13%

Compared to a year ago, radio 
stations are playing...

More Commercials
53%

Same Amount
38%

Fewer Commercials
9%

2005

2006

26
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Yes
58%

No
42%

Are you aware that some radio 
stations have changed their policy 
to play fewer commercials?

Yes
42%

No
58%

2005 2006

27
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3

2

28

30

42

43

27

25

2005

2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

How much did you listen to stations in your 
local area that played only Christmas music 
during the holiday season?

A Lot A Little Not At All
No Station that
played Holiday

music

28
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50

54

33

31

17

15

2005

2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

How interested would you be in hearing 
only Christmas music on your favorite 
Country radio station throughout the 
holiday season?

Very
Interested

Somewhat
Interested

Not At All
Interested

29



Other Media
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Yes
40%

No
60%

Have you ever heard of 
HD Digital Radio?
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Yes
88%

No
12%

Yes
78%

No
22%

2005 2006

Have you ever heard of Satellite 
Radio Services XM or Sirius?
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Very Likely
5%

Somewhat Likely
13%

Not at all Likely
62%

Don't Know
11%

Already Subscribe
9%

How likely are you to subscribe to 
either XM or Sirius satellite radio 
services within the next 12 months?
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XM satellite radio
59%

Sirius satellite radio
36%

Both 
5%

Which satellite radio services do you 
subscribe to?

Base: Subscribe to Satellite radio N=2409
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Regular Country radio is better
18%

Satellite Country radio is better
40%

32%

Not Sure
10%

How do the Country stations you hear 
on regular radio compare to the Country 
stations you hear on Satellite radio? 

Country Stations on regular 
radio and satellite radio are 
about the same

Base: Subscribe to Satellite radio N=2409
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Like him a lot
4%

Like him a little
4%

He's okay
21%

Dislike him a little
12%

Dislike him a lot
50%

Don't know
10%

What is your opinion of Howard Stern?
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Very likely
2%

Somewhat likely
3%

Not at all likely
84%

Already subscribe
3%

7%

How likely are you to subscribe 
to Sirius satellite radio because 
of Howard Stern?

             Not aware that Howard Stern
was moving to Sirius Satellite

radio
37



Technology 
and 

Consumer Behavior
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65

58

43

40

38

31

9

0 20 40 60 80 100

Through the Internet, have 
you ever listened to...?

% saying yes

Country music radio stations

Radio stations

Radio stations from other 
countries

Radio stations in the U.S., but  
outside your local area 

Non-Country music radio 
stations 

Other radio stations in your 
local area

The radio station that you 
currently listen to most
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15

28

2005

2006

0 10 20 30 40 50

Do you own an iPod or other 
portable MP3 player?

% saying yes

40
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30
26

62
39

32
28

22
18

15

Men

Women

Age 12-17

Age 18-24

Age 25-34

Age 35-44

Age 45-49

Age 50-54

Age 55-64

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Do you own an iPod or other 
portable MP3 player?

% saying yes
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65

18

4 4 4 6

64

15
4 2

7 7
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2005 2006

No change Listening a 
little less

Listening a
lot less

Drastically 
reduced

Which of the following statements best 
describes how your radio listening has 
changed since you have owned a portable 
MP3 audio player?

Listening 
more

Not sure

Base: Own an iPod or other MP3 audio player
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42
47

38
64

70
56

38
33

28
21

Total
Men

Women
Age 12-17
Age 18-24
Age 25-34
Age 35-44
Age 45-49
Age 50-54
Age 55-64

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Have you ever downloaded music files 
from the Internet, such as MP3 files, for 
playback at another time?

% saying yes
43
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1-10
28%

11-50
34%

51-100
16%

101+
22%

Approximately how many songs have 
you downloaded from the Internet?

Base: Have downloaded songs from the Internet
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16
13

28
35

7

21
14

26
32

7

16+ 11-15 6-10 1-5 None
0

10

20

30

40

50

2005 2006

How many music CDs have you 
bought in the past 12 months?
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4%

3%

58%

16%

7%

5%

6%

Where do you buy most of your music?

At a discount store 
such as Walmart or 

Target

At an electronics 
store such as Best 
Buy or Circuit City

Through a record club such as 
Columbia House or BMG

Over the Internet, such as
Amazon.com or CDNow

Someplace Else

At a record store in 
the mall

At a record store that 
is not in the mall
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More
23%

Less 
23%

Same
46%

Not sure
8%

In the last year, did you buy MORE, LESS, or the 
SAME amount of music CDs or tapes than you did in
the previous 12 months?

47



The Music
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How long have you been 
listening to Country Music?

5%

36%

59%

Just began 
listening 

recently, in the 
last 1-2 years

Began listening more 
than 2 years ago but 

have not always 
listened

Have always listened 
to it, grew up with and 

still enjoy today
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68

47

44

19

27

25

8

15

18

3

8

8

3

4

5

0 20 40 60 80 100

 1 2 3          4                              5
<== Strongly Disagree                       Strongly Agree ==>

How much do you agree or disagree 
with each of the following statements 
about Country music:

Your kids like Country music 
as much as you do

You can listen to Country 
music with the whole family

You never worry about 
hearing bad language in 

today's Country music

Base: Those who have children under 13 50
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What other music types do 
Country P1s like listening to? 

23
21

11
12

6
8

5
6

4
4

3

27
28

27
23

13
10
12

10
9
9

6

50
49

37
35

18
18

17
16

14
13

9

Oldies
Classic Rock

Soft Rock
Top 40

Alternative Rock
Cont. Christian 

R&B
Gospel

Jazz
Classical

Rap & Hip-Hop

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

4s 5s

% liking type of music (4 and 5 on 5 pt. scale)
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11

11

36

46

53

43

Current Country 2005

Current Country 2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

In general, would you say that... coming 
out today is better, worse or the same 
than it was a few years ago? 

Better  About the Same Worse
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48

45

51

47

40

46

39

45

12

9

10

8

Current Pop 2005

Current Pop 2006

Current Rock 2005

Current Rock 2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

In general, would you say that... coming 
out today is better, worse or the same 
than it was a few years ago? 

Better  About the Same Worse
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67024Total

0 20 40 60 80 100

Compared to the new Country artists in 
2004, do you think the new Country 
artists in 2005 were better, worse, or 
about the same?

Better  About the Same Worse
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4%

22%

13%

61%

In the last few years, rock artists such as 
Kid Rock, Bon Jovi, and Sheryl Crow, have 
had songs played on country radio. 
How do you feel about this trend?

Like listening to their songs
on Country radio

Don't like their songs being
played on Country radio

Neither like/dislike their
songs being played on 
Country radio

Don't know
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31

22

30

29

26

34

8

9

5

5

2005

2006

0 20 40 60 80 100

 1    2           3                   4                              5
<== Strongly Disagree                 Strongly Agree ==>

Country music today is 
better than it was a year ago

Base: Those Expressing an Opinion
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14 15
19 20

32

5 6

16 19

55

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Nashville Star American Idol

How often do you watch...?

Never miss 
an episode

Almost every 
episode

Some 
episodes

One or two 
episodes

Never 
watch show
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24

35

76

65

CMAs

ACMs

0 20 40 60 80 100

 No Yes

CMAs - Country Music Awards
ACMs - Academy of Country Music Awards

Did you watch the following on TV?
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The Artists
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How much do you like or dislike... 

3
1
2
2
3
1
3
2
3
4

3
3
3
3

4
2

4
4

6
6

8
11
9

11
10

11
12
13

13
15

20
23
24

25
26

29
26
28

24
23

67
62
61

59
58
57

56
54
54

52

Toby Keith
George Strait
Tim McGraw

Alan Jackson
Kenny Chesney

Brad Paisley
Keith Urban

Martina McBride
Rascal Flatts
Garth Brooks

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

    5      4      3    2 1         
<== Really Like                         Really Dislike ==>Page 1
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How much do you like or dislike... 

3
3
2
5
3
1
1
3

10
7
7

7
5
4

7
5
4
4

6
10

13
11

16
15
16

16
18
17
18

20
19
22

21

24
28
30

28
29

34
35

29
25

22
26

50
49

48
45
45

44
42
41

36
35
35

Reba McEntire
Faith Hill

Montgomery Gentry
Gretchen Wilson

Sugarland
Sara Evans

Dierks Bentley
Carrie Underwood

Big & Rich
Willie Nelson
Shania Twain

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

               5   4             3    2 1             
<== Really Like                         Really Dislike ==>Page 2
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How much do you like or dislike... 

3
3
4
3
5
3
3
4

28
7
5

12

8
8
9
7

11
11
10
12

15
14
14

21

24
24

25
26

28
30
32

33
19

31
37

34

34
34

32
35

30
32

32
30

18
28

27
21

33
31

30
30

26
24

22
21
21

20
17

12

Jo Dee Messina
Lee Ann Womack

LeAnn Rimes
Josh Gracin

Little Big Town
Neal McCoy

Keith Anderson
Jason Aldean
Dixie Chicks

Van Zant
Jeff Bates

Hot Apple Pie

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

               5   4             3    2 1             
<== Really Like                         Really Dislike ==>Page 3
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Artist Scores:  (Mean Scores) 

4.45
4.40
4.39
4.39
4.37
4.32
4.29
4.29

4.20
4.17

Toby Keith

George Strait

Tim McGraw

Brad Paisley

Alan Jackson

Kenny Chesney

Keith Urban

Martina McBride

Rascal Flatts

Montgomery Gentry

0 1 2 3 4 5

Page 1 Average on a 1-5 scale where a 1 means Really Dislike and a 5 means Really Like 
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Artist Scores:  (Mean Scores) 

4.16
4.15
4.13
4.13
4.12
4.09

4.02
4.01

3.86
3.83
3.82

Faith Hill

Sara Evans

Garth Brooks

Reba McEntire

Dierks Bentley

Sugarland

Gretchen Wilson

Carrie Underwood

Jo Dee Messina

Josh Gracin

Lee Ann Womack

0 1 2 3 4 5

Average on a 1-5 scale where a 1 means Really Dislike and a 5 means Really Like Page 2
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Artist Scores:  (Mean Scores) 

3.75
3.71
3.66
3.64
3.64
3.61
3.61

3.52
3.41
3.37

3.01
2.90

LeAnn Rimes
Shania Twain

Big & Rich
Willie Nelson
Neal McCoy

Keith Anderson
Little Big Town

Jason Aldean
Van Zant

Jeff Bates
Hot Apple Pie

Dixie Chicks

0 1 2 3 4 5

Average on a 1-5 scale where a 1 means Really Dislike and a 5 means Really Like Page 3

65



edison media research

How upset were you with the Dixie Chicks 
when lead singer Natalie Maines made 
comments about President Bush in 2003?

6

7

34

31

22

20

39

43

2005

2006

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

A Lot A Little Not At All Don't Know
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Yes 
48%

No
52%

Do you own any Dixie Chicks 
albums?
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Very likely
13%

Somewhat Likely
20% Not at all likely

52%

Don't Know
16%

The Dixie Chicks are coming out 
with a new album in 2006.  How 
likely are you to purchase it?

68



edison media research

45%

21%

19%

15%

Which of the following statements 
best represents your point of view 
of the Dixie Chicks?

You don't think Country radio 
stations should play any Dixie 
Chicks music again

You disagree with what 
Natalie Maines of the Dixie 
Chicks said about 
President Bush but think it's 
ok for Country stations to 
play their music

You agree with what Natalie 
Maines of the Dixie Chicks 
said about President Bush 
and feel Country radio should 
play Dixie Chicks music

Not sure

69



edison media research

Which Country artists whom you really like did
you first learn about in the last year or two?

3856
2334

2095
1747

1699
1378

1210
1094

976
951

Sugarland

Rascal Flatts

Gretchen Wilson

Carrie Underwood

Keith Urban

Big & Rich

Dierks Bentley

Kenny Chesney

Josh Turner

Toby Keith

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000

# of mentions
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Which Country artist is your #1 all-time 
favorite?

3647
2529

2143
1930

1754
1389

1296
1250

1046
1055

George Strait

Garth Brooks

Toby Keith

Kenny Chesney

Tim McGraw

Alabama

Alan Jackson

Reba McEntire

Brooks & Dunn

Rascal Flatts

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000

# of mentions
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